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Good News Shared
John 4:25 – 42

1. Verses 25, 26  
a. Jesus’ knowledge of the woman’s personal life

b. His ability to answer the question re place of worship

c. Made the woman think of Him as a possible Samaritan Messiah, who, in her Samaritan thinking would be a prophet-teacher, - “the one who restores” 

d. This Messiah would teach the people and explain all things to them

2. Jesus then confesses His Messiahship to her


a. This is perhaps His first such confession


b. While Samaritans not valued by other residents of Palestine, Jesus did – Mark 7:24 – 30

3. Reaction to this conversation: Verses 27 – 30


a. Apostles did not ask the questions that were likely on their minds


b. Woman is excited and leaves her water pot and goes home to share the news


c. Her audience decides to go check for themselves


d. Jesus and the apostles talk about food – Jesus’ food was to do the will of the Father


e. Conversation turns to success in reaping


f. Those who reap are blessed by those who have sown long before 

g. The disciples were now about to profit from the labours of all who had gone before - the prophets, John the Baptist, and all others who had kept alive the divine message 

h. In the case of the Samaritans the disciples were about to observe a quick harvesting of seed they had not themselves sown 

i. They would thus reap that whereon they had bestowed no labour

j. There was no doubt there being a harvest to be had as the fields are white – John 4:35 – 38

4. John 4:39 – 42 - Many of the Samaritans believed in Jesus through the testimony of the woman 

a. Faith is the acceptance of testimony! 

b. They like us, are dependent on the testimony of eyewitnesses in the New Testament   

c. She believed when Jesus told her some of the secrets of her life 

d. Now some of the Samaritans accept her testimony

e. The Samaritans urged Jesus to stay with them, and he taught them for two days 

f. Now they accepted His words about God as face to face hearers   

g. It did not belittle her testimony when they said “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know....”       

h. Even more Samaritans came to believe in Jesus when they saw and heard him  

i. Jesus teaches there is an even higher level of faith – John 20:26 - 29          

j. This is the faith we are called to today 

The conclusion of the Samaritans - “We know that this man really is the Saviour of the world” 
k. One is left to wonder what lasting effect this belief had on them…    
Conclusion

1. Note the growth of faith in the woman…

a. A Jew – v. 9
b. Sir – v 11
c. Prophet – v 19
d. Messiah – v 29
e. Saviour of the world – v 42

Where are you in the process of saving faith?

