3

(This outline covers three lessons, God’s Purpose in the Church – Parts 1 & 2, and Chosen)

God’s Purpose in the Church
A. Have been talking of God’s purpose in the Church


1. i.e.  The Bride of Christ, the community of the saved


2. Ephesians 1 states the purpose of God in the Church – Ephesians 1:9 - 11 


3. One of the ways God has lavished his grace upon us is by revealing his plan of salvation


4.  3:9 – Had been kept secret - but now it has been revealed 


5. The word “mystery” here does not mean something that is complicated, obscure, or difficult to understand

 
6. It means something that was kept secret until God chose to reveal it 


7. No one could have guessed in advance that God would save the world by the death of his Son


8. Yet, once God announced it, it is plain and marvellous – perhaps, hard for us to comprehend in view of our sin


9. Let us consider wonder of God are seen in Ephesians 1:1 - 14
B. What a wonderful list of Spiritual blessings mankind has/can receive from God


1. "Blessed” are the saints and the faithful in Christ Jesus", 1:1



a. "Saints" are those set apart by the blood of Christ, those consecrated -                     

(to dedicate somebody or something to a particular purpose) 



b. "Faithful" are those who have obeyed the gospel and are living for God daily -  1:13 
(Those who are “faithful” have put their trust and commitment in Christ Jesus as the object of their faith)


c. Enjoying all spiritual blessings which are found in Christ




1. "Spiritual," not material blessings




2. These blessings are ONLY for those in Christ

C.. In the original Greek, verses 3 - 14 constitute one grand sentence
Part 2


1. Herein, are outlined seven spiritual blessings which all of God’s children share:

  

a — We are chosen – 4
  

b — We are predestined to be adopted – 5  

 

c — We are given grace – 6     

  

d — We are redeemed – 7 (1 John 3:1)     

  

e — We are told the secret of his will – 9    

 
 
f — We were chosen (made an heir)- 11       

  

g — We are sealed with the Spirit – 13, 14
 
2.  The expression, “Praise be” (literally “blessed be”), echoes Hebrew phrases (like  2 Corinthians 1:; 1 Peter 1:3), used in Jewish worship


a.    When we “bless” God we acknowledge his grace and glory, expressing His deserving of our worship        


b. Those enjoying this vital spiritual union with Jesus, have been by faith baptized into this spiritual relationship with him - Romans 6:3-6; Galatians 1:26,27; Matthew 28:18,19


     c. Those who are obedient are in fellowship with God, and the church through Jesus Christ - 1 John 1:3; John 15:1-8; 1 Peter 1:3


d. He has/does bless us "In heavenly realms in Christ"



1. The adjective “heavenly” occurs several times in the N.T., but this unique phrase occurs only in Ephesians 



2. Several things happen in this realm – 1:3, 20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12



3. The heavenly realms cannot be identified simply as “the church” or as “heaven” itself, for neither will fit every usage



4. This realm already exists all around us, and through the church we are participants in this grand drama



5. It is “in the heavenly realms” that we are right now wrestling against Satan and his hosts - (a country or people ruled by a monarch) 
D. God chose us... We were not forced upon him — he wanted us! 


a. Not a last-minute decision — He made this choice before the world was even created – 1:4; 1 Peter 1:18 – 20
Chosen


b. However, this verse is sometimes wrongly understood to mean that God chooses some people to go to heaven and other people to go to hell 


c. Regardless of a person’s own choice, it is said, his destiny has already been predetermined 


d. This view ignores the fact that throughout the N.T. people are told to repent and are offered salvation depending on their response -  Matthew 11:28 – 30, Luke 13:5; John 3:16 – 18; Acts 2:38; 17:30, 31; 1 Timothy 2:3-6,  Revelation 22:17      


e. Jesus taught that to be included among the “chosen,” people must not only be invited — they must also accept the invitation – Matthew 22:1 – 14 


f.   What did God choose? He chose to receive all those who are reconciled “in Christ.” Just as we were created “in him” - Colossians 1:19, 20 - so we are reconciled “in him.” 


g. God chose a class of people — the people who accept Christ as Lord and Saviour


h. Sadly, many will not accept Christ, but those who do accept him are given the privilege to become sons of God – John 1:12

i.   Even though we were totally unworthy, God received us when we accepted Christ


j. God’s choice for us now is that we should become holy (set apart for him) and blameless (without blemish)


k. God did not accept us because we were good; he accepted us in Christ in order that we might become good – John 8:31, 32; 1 John 2:24; 2 John 9


l. This wonderful, eternity long relationship with God/Jesus/Holy Spirit begins with the new birth – John 3:3 – 5; Acts 2:36 – 41; 2 Corinthians 5:17  

