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First Sign of Trouble Within – Acts 6:1-7

Acts begins showing the unity in the church 

The believers were together having everything in common (2:44) 

“…one in heart and mind” and “shared everything they had” (4:32)

They had grown from 11 (1:2) to about 120 (1:15) to over 3,000 (2:41) to more than 5,000 (4:4)

In chapter 6 we see internal division for the first time

Because of their growth, meeting the needs of all was becoming more difficult

Perhaps inevitable that someone would inadvertently be left out, causing some division to be emphasized  

6:1 - The Christians were called disciples - a generic term meaning one who has accepted the teachings and is living according to these teachings

The complaint was from the Grecian Jews against the Hebraic Jews 

The Grecian Jews or Hellenists were Jews raised outside of Palestine

They spoke Greek rather than the Aramaic of the Palestinian Jews

Likely adopted some Greek ways being outside Palestine for a long period of time

They were generally still loyal to God and the Mosaic Law

The Hebrews were Jews from Jerusalem and Palestine who spoke Aramaic

Of course now, they are both Christians, but relations between them often tense

 Have noted before that the Church in Jerusalem looked after the physical needs of their members – this was the reason for the stress

Apparently in the daily apportionments being made to the poor widows of the church the Grecians were being overlooked 

Something needed to be done before Church divided

6:2  Apostles show leadership and priority – they needed to minister the “bread of life” 

6:3 - Appoint 7 men to look after this “physical” need – Not that it was not important

The apostles delegated responsibility to choose these men to the Church

Three qualifications of those chosen were:

            (1) Good report  - they were to be men that they knew to be of good reputation and fair

            (2) Full of the Holy Spirit - Means they were walking according to the teachings of the Spirit with their lives showing the fruit of the Spirit - Galatians 5:16-26

No evidence that these men had any special powers when appointed, however, later Stephen did miracles – (which came sometimes at the laying on of the apostle’s hands)

I would generally conclude that “full of the Holy Spirit” meant living a Christian life as noted in Galatians 5
            (3) OF WISDOM – They were to have demonstrated good judgment and common sense in their dealings with people

          

6:4 - The apostles would continue in prayer and preaching the word

The importance of continuing to preach the Word – even today – cannot be overstated

6:5  - The church saw the wisdom of this plan and selected the men

All the men named had Greek names, perhaps suggesting they were Hellenists

If this is true, it was a demonstration of the unity and love in the church

Of those chosen, Stephen was to play a key role in the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem on

The persecution connected with his martyrdom pushed the church out of Jerusalem - Acts 8:1
Philip is also prominent in Acts 

He took the gospel to the Samaritans - 8:4-25, and to the Ethiopian eunuch - 8:26-40
Nothing definite is known about the remaining five men except that Nicolas was a proselyte (a Gentile convert to Judaism) from Antioch

The congregation brought the seven before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them

All though little is known about most of these men, they played a crucial role in the initial history of the church

But for them, either the apostles' priorities would have been compromised, or the church may have split, either of which would have been disastrous

Concluding Thoughts:

a. Since the Church is made up of us humans, inevitable that disagreements will come

b. It is unfortunate that we do not have the apostles today to take charge tell us how to “fix” problems…

c. However, the Lord has not left us without guidance - by looking to the Word of God we can discover how to settle matters of disagreement  

