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Farmer, Prophet and Patriarch 

INTRODUCTION:

A. Having things in common may be good…or bad


1. Like father like son

2. Like mother like daughter


3. Often used in speaking of a couple to be married – either a good match or a bad match…
B. What might a farmer, a prophet, and a patriarch have in common?

1. Could be many ways (family number, education, place of residence, enjoyment of same activities, enjoyment of same foods, etc.)

2. James 5:7 – 11 – (patience)


a. A much needed quality today



b. Driving in the city underlines the lack of patience of many (horn honkers, running caution lights, not allowing a person to change lanes)


c. Surely, everyone needs to grow in patience (a part of the fruit of the spirit – Galatians 5:22) 
C. What is patience:

1. Patience  is the state of endurance under difficult circumstances, which can mean persevering in the face of delay or provocation without acting on annoyance/anger in a negative way; or exhibiting forbearance when under strain, especially when faced with longer-term difficulties. Patience is the level of endurance one can take before negativity. It is also used to refer to the character trait of being steadfast

2. It is possible to be patient in one area of life and not in another (home, job, social relationships, etc.) 

D. Examine the three characters of our title

1. The Farmer: This is an excellent illustration from nature

a. Last week we talked about the parable of the sower - Luke 8:1-11

b. He sows the seed and then waits… 


c. He cannot control the weather – amount of rain, sunshine etc

d. Not being patient only brings ulcers etc…does not change conditions

e. The farmer must wait for on nature (God) to send what is needed

f. As Christians we are to grow in patience – James 1:2 – 4

g. Endurance is not an end within itself 



1. It must be allowed to finish its work, to grow into perfection


2. Perfection in the New Testament does not mean without flaw or error but indicates maturity and completeness 


3. Enduring trials produces joy because such tests shape believers into the image of Christ


4. Perfection in James is brought by God and is the end of steadfast obedience 


5. Here James echoes Jesus at the Sermon on the Mount - “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”  - Matthew 5:48 
         2. The prophet     

a. Remember such men as Daniel, Jeremiah, Micah, Elijah, Isaiah, etc. – Hebrews 11:32 - 40

b. Jesus, Gods own Son, suffered and remained committed - Hebrews 5:8, 9

c. We honour these because they remained faithful to death – Revelation 2:10, 11

3. The Patriarch:  (1. a man who is the head of a family or group; 2. a respected and experienced senior man within a group or family; 3. in the Bible, a figure mentioned as the ancestor of the whole human race, e.g. Adam or Noah; 4. in the Hebrew Scriptures, especially the book of Genesis, an ancestor or religious leader of the Hebrew people, e.g. Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob)
A. Let’s consider Job as an illustration of a Patriarch who devoted himself to God:

1. His story begins with the loss of everything…property, family (except wife), health, compassion of friends and even his wife…

2. The result of this could have been rebellion against God


3. His friends suggested his condition was due to some major sin


4. Job knew he had not sinned as they suggested


5. So…he trusted God even when it seemed unfair what was happening to him
Conclusion: 
A. If there was ever a time in history when patience was needed it is now and it needs to effect…

1. 
Our way of dealing with personal stresses and strains in our daily live

2.
Must be seen in how we live with our family 

3.
Needs to be evident in how we treat those people with whom we have to do on a daily basis…boss, friends, people who serve us…     
B. Having godly love is essential to developing patience as a lifestyle 

1. Understanding that trials help is important - James 1:3-5; 5-7-11

2. Growing in trust in the will of God is life shaping  

3. Understand that being a person of God is a distance run, not a sprint – Hebrews 12:1
