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Earth-Based While Heaven Bound

OPENING TRUTH...
A. This earth is not our home
This World is Not my Home

1. This world is not my home I'm just passing through
my treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue
the angels beckon me from Heaven's open door
and I can't feel at home in this world anymore
2. They're all expecting me and that's one thing I know
my saviour pardoned me and now I onward go
I know He'll take me through though I am weak and poor
and I can't feel at home in this world anymore
3. Just up in Glory Land we'll live eternally
the Saints on every hand are shouting victory
their song of sweetest praise drifts back from Heaven's shore
and I can't feel at home in this world anymore

O Lord you know I have no friend like you

if Heaven's not my home then Lord what will I do?

the angels beckon me from Heaven's open door

and I can't feel at home in this world anymore
1. Because we experience the world via the 5 senses, it is hard not to put our trust in it
2. Even those who desire to live the Christian life are often enticed and influenced by the world
3. Jesus knew, and desired, his disciples to be in the world but to not forget its passing nature – John 17:11 - 19


1. What a great challenge it is to keep focus on t he UNSEEN with all the appeal of the SEEN

2. Paul encourages the church at Philippi to keep focus – Philippians 3:17 – 4:1

3. The bottom line for each of us is, “Do I set my mind on heavenly or earthly things

I.  A pattern is a good thing, if it is a true pattern – Philippians 3:17

1. It was important to follow Paul, however, only as he lived the pattern  (Remember the problem with the Pharisees and teachers of the law – they taught truth but did not live it – Matthew 23:1 – 3)


2. Paul himself put the condition on following him – 1 Corinthians 11:1


3. He has explained that example more fully in Philippians 2:5 – 11

4. There is encouragement and value in having a “flesh and bones” example to look to but must be careful in choice – Revelation 3:14 – 22



a. Were the people at Laodicea serious in their view of their spiritual health?



b. Are they any different from people today who are “So earthly minded they are no heavenly good?”



c. For the person who wishes to be spiritually well the choice of example is crucial – 1 John 1:7
II. A pattern is a bad thing if the focus and goal is wrong – Philippians 3:18, 19

1. For every righteous example there are many unrighteous examples


2. Paul speaks of those who are enemies of the cross, saying they should be avoided 


a. Those who do not accept Jesus as the Christ, the perfect sacrifice for sin



b. Those who do not accept the rule of Christ in their life



c. Paul says that these for these persons, the upward heavenly calling of God has no attraction


d. For these people the satisfaction of the momentary desires of the flesh is what controls their thoughts and actions

III. Remember we are just passing through – Philippians 3:20 – 4:1

1. The believer is now in this present world but a citizen in the heavenly commonwealth, in Christ, whose "life is hid with Christ in God" – Colossians 3:3


a. By faith we are crucified to ourselves, die to our own life, and appropriate the life of Jesus and live His life



b. Galatians 2:20



c. John 11:25, 26


d. Citizenship is the key to response – Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11


e. We need to focus our hearts of Jesus and eagerly look for His coming – John 14:1 - 4
Conclusion:


1. Life on this earth is not permanent –          2 Corinthians 4:16 – 18      



a. Remember that our time on this earth is to prepare us for the eternal 



b. We must use our time on earth as pilgrims and aliens to get ready for heaven and the full enjoyment of our citizenship
