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EVIDENCE OF THE NEW BIRTH

   A. Seen By The Effects Of The Spirit in one’s life...

      1. We should expect that what the Spirit produces is spirit (spiritual) - John 3:5 - 8

      2. Like the wind (the same Greek word as Spirit), we do not see the Spirit itself but the effect that it produces

[bookmark: _GoBack]      3. Has one been truly born of the Spirit (born again)?  With time there should be clear evidence that a change has occurred  

   B. Seen By The Fruit Of The Spirit...

      1. Paul describes the fruit (evidence) of the Spirit - Galatians 5:22-23

      2. Which comes not only by being born of the Spirit, but also by walking in the Spirit - Galatians 5:16, 25…



+ The Spirit of God, as an indwelling presence, must increasingly guide our lives, “because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God” Romans 8:14 

+ While the will of the Spirit is disclosed in Scripture, we must resist the temptation to turn Scripture—even the New Testament part of it—into a codebook or manual of laws 

+ The Spirit described in this context is a living reality, not a retired author 

+ The Spirit is sent by God into our hearts, not onto our library shelves 

+ His coming into their community changed lives Galatians 5:16-18


     *** Therefore, where the fruit does not appear, either there was never any rebirth or one is walking after the flesh, not the Spirit!  - Galatians 5:17

C. Jesus goes ahead to explain and describe the basis of the new birth – John 3:9 - 21
 I. The Sacrifice of Jesus

      1. Jesus compares His eventual crucifixion to Moses' lifting up of the serpent - John 3:14

      2. So people would be saved from perishing by believing in Jesus - John 3:15 

   B. The Love of God...
      1. John 3:16 

      2. God does not want anyone to perish or be condemned, but to be saved - John 3:16, 17

      -- God's love for man is what makes Christ's sacrifice and the new birth possible! – 1 John 4:9, 10

   C. The Faith of Man...

      1. Those who believe in Jesus will not perish, but have everlasting life - John 3:15-16

NOTE:-- Old Testament redemption from the bite of the snake required active belief - Numbers 21:4-9

	--New Testament redemption from Satan’s bite…sin, requires active belief – Acts 22:16; Titus 3:5  

      -- The new birth requires faith in Jesus; without faith, being born of water is meaningless, and born of the Spirit impossible - Mark 16:16; John 8:24; Ac 8:36-37

   SADLY:  Many Love Darkness More Than Light...

      1. Light (Jesus) has come into the world - John 3:19a; 1:5,9; 8:12
 
      2. There are those who love the darkness instead, because of their evil deeds – John 3:19b 

      -- Their love for things of the world cause them to reject the light of Jesus - Luke 16:13 - 15

   B. Many Do Not Welcome The Light...

      1. They know that coming to Jesus will expose their evil deeds - John 3:20; Ephesians 5:13
      2. But those willing to obey (do the truth), do not fear the light - John 3:21

      -- Unwilling to give up their evil deeds, they are unwilling to submit to the new birth which acknowledges one's sinfulness and requires repentance - Acts 2:36-38

John chapter 3:

1. In His conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus reveals much about being born again...

   a. The necessity 

   b. The nature – both water and Spirit 
 
   c. The evidence - observable in the fruit of the Spirit

   d. The basis of the new birth (Christ's sacrifice, God's love, man's faith)

   e. The rejection of the new birth – the choice is individual  


