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· Consider Yourself Dead & Alive  
· Alive and in Control
· The Example of Teaching
· Romans 6:11 – 18
· The beginning of Romans 6 explained that we cannot continue to live under the power of sin – We died to it!!!
· This does not mean that Christians forget about sin because we can be overtaken by it  – Romans 8:13; Galatians 6:1  
· Christians must make a deliberate decision in their lives to leave sin alone
· This decision should be a one-time act
· Song: All of Self and None of Thee 
·  However, do not think of the Christian life as a list of “do not’s”
· Some feel we are missing out by not engaging in the things of the world
· Paul reminds that sin can become the master
· In Romans 1, Paul speaks of God giving people over to sin who pursue it…Remember the world in Noah’s day – Genesis 6:5
· Sermon - 101 ways to sin…
· Do you suppose the person who becomes involved with many mistresses simply wakes up one day and says “I am going to to have a number of mistresses?
· Do you suppose a person who gets involved in viewing pornography figures it will lead to visiting prostitutes and a destroyed marriage?
· Do you suppose that the person who started to enjoy “recreational” drugs thought he would end up being a thief and worse?
· Do you suppose the person who gives no service to God ever considers the cost of a life spent for self alone?
· In all these cases sin became their MASTER and ENSLAVED them
· The result of dying with Christ and being raised with Him is that we are no longer enslaved to sin – 6:6, 7
· This is a positive thing it is not God being a wet blanket
· No longer addicted to sin (You are addicted to a sin you will not give up) 
· Remember that Christ is serving as Teacher, High Priest, Mediator and King for those who have died and been reborn 
· 6:11: Christians consider themselves in two ways – dead to sin, alive to God
· We have a new master and no longer give our allegiance to sin
· Breaking out of the power of sin begins with the mind set on living for God
· Romans 6:12 – 14: Ii involves a fight
· One must deliberately resist sinful passions
· Passions, desires are part of our nature
· Desires are not wrong in themselves 
· They become sinful when satisfied in an improper way or circumstance
· Anger is not sin when it does not lead to sin – Ephesians 4:26
· Jesus was angry with His nation because of the hardness of their hearts – Mark 3:5
· Uncontrolled anger breeds hatred and hatred breeds murder
· In verse 12, to make the point even more forceful, Paul used the word “therefore”  i.e. because of the grace of God
· Sin was not to “reign” in their mortal body…
· This word meant, “to exercise the highest influence, to control” (Thayer)
· The controlling forces in the life of the Christian are to be God and His word – Ephesians 6:17 
· Alive and in Control
· The attitude of the Christian toward sin must be: “Sometimes you are going to get me. You are going to win a few battles, but I am going to win the war”
· Three key words (ideas) in this verse are “obey” and “sinful passions” 
· First, “obey” here has the sense “to allow one’s self to be captivated by, governed by, etc” (Thayer)
· Gingrich and Danker: “…of the thing to which one is obedient or which one embraces in full surrender” 
· Two, “sinful passions” expresses a particularly strong desire because it -chokes the word Mark 4:19 -  and breaks marriages - Matthew 5:28 
· This word is associated with sexual sin as well as materialism - Galatians 5:16; 1 Timothy 6:9; 2 Timothy 2:22
· The people in Romans 1 were so intent on being wicked God “gave them up” a term meaning God “abandoned them” to their own wickedness 
· Romans 6:13: Man can choose to be an instrument of righteousness or an instrument of unrighteousness 
· By using our “members”, a noun meaning our body parts 
· “Present yourselves to God” – joining the Lord’s army to fight against the forces of evil is a big commitment, made at baptism (like Romans 12:1)
· We were once dead in sin – Ephesians 2:1, 2
· Been granted a second chance to choose life
· 6:14: “For sin will not be your master”
· In the slave culture of Rome this statement made wonderful sense 
· All in the Roman culture knew that the slave was to serve his master with penalty of dead for failure
· Sin cannot rule because its power to rule has been taken away by Christ - Colossians 1:13 
· Romans 6:17 18: No one can become a Christian without being obedient from the heart to the teaching delivered
· An easy word to overlook in these two verses is “teaching”
· This term occurs only here and 16:17 where it is translated “doctrine” 
· The Example of Teaching
· A study of the Scriptures reveals that the teaching ministry of the Church is both positive and negative
· While it involves presenting eternal truths, it also combats false doctrine 
· For some, it is surprising to see  how aggressive the Bible’s attacks are on false teachers
·  Jesus, for example, in His condemnation of the Scribes and Pharisees -  ‘white washed tombs’  ‘serpents and vipers,’ and ‘blind fools’ – Matthew 23
· Paul pronounced a curse on those who were preaching another gospel - Galatians 1:8, 9
· Called opponents of the truth,  ‘dogs’ and ‘evildoers’ - Philippians 3:2
· Peter compared false teachers to irrational animals, condemning them with the certainty that their destruction was inevitable - 2 Peter 2:1, 3:12-14
· Jude  attacks false teachers who had ‘crept in unnoticed’ – Jude 4
· What we believe, teach and allow to be taught is not only serious; it is of great importance to God
· When one obeys from the heart and continues to walk with God he enjoys the gift of God, eternal life in Jesus Christ
· Conclusion
· How can I apply the teaching of Romans 6 to my personal life?
· First, search out and obey from the heart the pure saving gospel of Christ
· To thrive in the Christian life: 
· 1.
Identify your personal weakness
· 2.
Recognize the things that tempt you
· 3.
Stay away from sources of temptation
· 4.
Practice self-control and restraint
· 5.
Consciously invest your time in good habits, service and praise
· 6.
Rely of God’s strength and grace (pray, get help from your Christian family)
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