1. Confirming Miracles 
2. A Crippled Beggar Healed

3. Peter’s Second Sermon
In Acts 3 we see Peter and John continuing the work of evangelism begun in chapter 2

In Acts 2 we see the confirming miracle of tongues on the day of Pentecost

No interpretation was necessary as “each one hears them in his own native language”

Signs were to confirm the message and the messenger

There is an ever-present danger of false teachers who will attempt to verify their teaching with “proofs” 

Jesus warned of those who, misrepresenting truth, do great harm – Matthew 7:15; 24:11, 24
The description Paul gives of these teachers is enlightening – Acts 20:29; 2 Corinthians 11:13 – 15

The warning given by Peter later in life is a very powerful one that needs to be recognized by believers today – 2 Peter 2:1 – 3, 17 - 22
How do you and I, as seekers of the truth of God, make sure of what we hear taught in the name of Jesus Christ? – 1 John 4:1; Acts 17:11

In the beginning days of the Church miracles were useful in confirming the message – Hebrews 2:3, 4
Today, miraculous signs are not needed since we can confirm the truth by the Word of God – 2 Timothy 3:14 – 17

“…equipped for every good work” is the idea that by using scripture one is "enabled to meet all demands of righteousness" 

If our purpose is to lead men and women to saving faith in Jesus Christ…

…teach God's truth to believers…

…refute error in the church…

…to redeem those who have fallen away from the faith…

…to teach the Lord’s way of righteous living…

The Bible is the is all we need to know and obey the truth

The Bible is God’s provision for us to know Him and please Him

Seems clear as we study the New Testament that the ability to do miracles was given to a few and served their purpose when the will of God was made clear in the Bible

Believers must constantly be aware of the danger of deception – 2 Corinthians 11:13 - 15

The description of Satan as a wolf in sheep's clothing reminds us of his cunning
A couple of issues near the end of Paul’s life are worthy of consideration – 1 Timothy 5:23; 2 Timothy 4:20

Seems worthwhile to note that Paul made no effort himself to heal Trophimus

There is no biblical evidence that any of the apostles, including Paul, performed miracles of any sort during their later years – (Acts 28 viper)
Does this mean we should not pray for ill people to get well?  Of course not! 
However, this is a lot different to the supernatural healing ability given the apostles 
Before the ministry of Jesus such healing were rare

Since the time of the apostles, it is equally rare since their purpose was fulfilled

Let us give our attention to the word of God and study to rightly handle it to the salvation of our soul – 2 Timothy 2:15
A Crippled Beggar Healed

Acts 3:1 – 10

The setting: 3:1 - 3

Seems appropriate the Peter and John are together

They had been long-time friends in life and business – Luke 5:10

Along with John’s brother James, made up the inner circle of the apostles – Matthew 17:1

Had made arrangements for the Passover meal – Luke 22:8

Were the first apostles at the tomb after Jesus rose from the dead – John 20:2, 3

Often seen together in the work 

Went to the temple at the time of prayer – 3 in the afternoon – why?

This is where the crowds were and afforded an opportunity to teach

 A man crippled from birth was daily put at the gate called “Beautiful” to beg
Good place for beggars…since people are in a “spiritual” mood (those who are supposed to be spiritual do not always come through – Good Samaritan
Josephus, the Jewish historian, says it was made of Corinthian brass, and was so large it took twenty men to close it – (Wars V.V. 3, VI. V.   

The crippled man expected (hoped for) mercy from those who passed who would give him the money he needed to live

The miracle (sign); 3:4 – 8a 

There are four things that stand out about this miracle:

1. It was unexpected – 3:4 – 6a

The two apostles focused their attention on this unhappy man

Peter called for his complete attention

Beggar likely encouraged with the hope that this man was going to give him money

Had no idea how his life was about to be changed

He no doubt wondered what could be more valuable than silver and gold
2. It Was Done in the Name of Jesus Christ – 6b 
Do not know what the beggar knew about Jesus –(teacher, blasphemer, etc)

In the name of is about authority and gives insight into the character of Jesus

For one to do something in the name of Jesus Christ is to act according to His will
3. The healing was Instantaneous – 3:7

This was the norm for the healings that were done by Jesus – Matthew 8:13; Mark 5:29; Luke 5:13; 17:14; John 5:9

Also worthy of note that the beggars faith did not enter into the healing!!

4. The Healing was Complete: - 3:8a

“He jumped to his feet”

Entered temple walking and leaping…merely walking was not enough 

A good criteria for healing may be these four characterises of this healing?

Consider the results of this miracle – 3:8b - 11
First on the healed – he was excited by his new found ability to walk - jump
Imagine the “ruckus” caused by this man when he entered the temple

The dignified ritual of the hour of prayer was suddenly shattered by his cries of joy and praise

Secondly he was praising God
There was real thankfulness in the temple that day which would, hopefully, be remember by many for years to come
Thirdly, the people were amazed – 3:9, 10
That a miracle had taken place was undeniable – they knew this guy from his time at the gate begging 

Perhaps some would have remembered the description of coming days in Isaiah 35:6
This is not the end of this story…

Now the stage is set for Peter to preach Christ

Peter's Second Sermon 

Christian preaching is about exalting the name of Jesus 

Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian – Acts 8

In Acts 15 the church recognized Paul and Barnabas as men who had risked their lives for Jesus – Acts 15:26

Paul was prepared to die for that name - Acts 21:13

Jews saw this as a danger to their position - Acts 5:40
While Jesus is the most common name used of Him, many names (titles) are given to Jesus in the New Testament:

Alpha and Omega - Revelation 22:13

The one He (God the Father) loves – Ephesians  1:6

The Bread of Life - John 6:48

The bright and morning star – Revelation  22:16

The firstborn from the dead - Colossians 1:18

The Holy One - Acts 2:27

Immanuel - Isaiah 7:14

The Lamb - Revelation 5:6

The Light of the world - John 8:12

The Lion of the tribe of Judah – Revelation  5:5

Lord - John 13:13

Lord of lords – Revelation 17:14

The Mighty God - Isaiah 9:6

The Prince of peace - Isaiah 9:6

The Righteous Judge - 2 Timothy 4:8

The Root of David - Revelation 5:5

Savior - Luke 2:11

Servant - Acts 3:13

Shepherd - John 10:11

Son of God - Mark 1:1

Son of Man - John 5:27

The Word of God - John 1:1; Revelation 19:13

Call Him by whatever name, He is the One through whom salvation comes

Adoption by God comes through Him – John 1:12

 Salvation is in Him only - Acts 4:12

The forgiveness of sins comes through Him - Acts 10:43
His is the name at which every knee will bow - Philippians 2:10

The Christian life is to be lived in His name – Colossians 3:17

Peter, in Acts 2, had the privilege of being the first to preach in this name

The Holy Spirit introduced the first sermon of Peter with power

This second sermon is also introduced with power – healing of the crippled man

Acts 3:12 – 18

Peter begins this sermon with two questions:

1.  “why does this (the miracle) surprise you” is a mild rebuke

They had seen God working in their history with what can only be called miracles – deliverance from Egypt; defeat of Jericho; Gideon, etc

Likely many had seen – or at least knew about – the miracles of Jesus

2. “Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?”
Peter takes the attention off himself and John and directs the people to Jesus, elevating Him to them – Acts 3:13 – 16

This message was directed mainly to Israelites so Peter uses a familiar description of God – 13
Reminds them of their action in rejecting Him – 14

Tells them God fixed their mistake - 15

This fact is verified by a good number of people – 1 Corinthians 15:3 – 7

None of the theories regarding what happened to the body of Jesus will stand:

1. Leaders hid the body – would have produced it as proof that Jesus was not the Messiah

2. Disciples would not have suffered persecution to preach a false gospel

Gives the glory to Jesus - 16

Acts 3:17 – Peter changes the direction of his sermon

1. Speaks of their ignorance - 17

2. Speaks of how all happened according to God’s plan – 18…

Their action had not stopped the plan of God but had helped it come to pass

They needed to understand the truth of what had happened and what they needed to do about it – Acts 3:19 – 26

Next time: the response to this sermon
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