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Caleb Totally Followed The Lord
1. I was thinking about New Year’s resolutions...


a. Often begin a “self improvement” programme


b. Often, do not complete it as we get distracted by other things or just lack the commitment to push on


c. We can learn a great deal by seeing these “failures” and considering why they happened

2. The Lord gave us opportunity to learn from the mistakes AND successes of His people  -        1 Corinthians 10:6 – 11


a. This principle of learning is especially true in looking at actual people and the results of their life   


b. Examining the lives of the “spiritual giants” and the “spiritual failures” provide many important and profitable lessons 
 
c. Their story can encourage us to persevere


d. Bring comfort to our hearts

e. Give us reason to rejoice in our hope

3. Caleb is such a character 


a. His story is mostly revealed in Numbers 13 and 14

b. He was one of the twelve spies who were chosen to go into Canaan and see what was there
 
c. Each spy was selected because he was a leader - Numbers 13:1-3


d. It was a dangerous assignment as it meant going into an unknown area, facing they knew not what – Numbers 13:17 – 20

e. The report of the spies was good and bad – Numbers 13:26 - 29

f. However, Caleb had a different view, not supported by 10 spies – Numbers 13:30 – 33


g. He held to his convictions in the face of bitter opposition - Numbers 14:1-10
4. What made Caleb tick? What was the key to his conviction?

a. Answer: Faith


b. God was very angry with the Israelites because of their lack of faith and rebellion – Numbers 14:11

c. They will not enter the Promised Land – Numbers 14:20 – 25

d. Caleb and Joshua would – Numbers 14:28 – 32 (Repeated – 32:11, 12)
5. What is one lesson can we learn from the life of Caleb?

a. The importance of following through on one’s faith!!  


b. Caleb was first and foremost a man who trusted the word of God a character trait needed today – 2 Timothy 1:7; Revelation 21:8


c. Courage showed itself in dedication – never gave up following God


d. Faith and trust in God – “…the Lord is with us…do not fear them” – Numbers 14:9


e. If we want to serve the Lord, we are going to face our own giants 

f. We have our own mountains to conquer


g. These giants and mountains will take various forms: 


1. A personal weakness



2. Possibly an addiction of some sort 


3. A difficult and unwelcome task of some kind – ( Example: Gideon Judges 6 & 7 – tear down your father’s altar to baal) 


4. A door of opportunity that has been opened that will require sacrifice  
How can we accomplish what is expected?

1. By looking to God, believing His promise and living as He directs - Ephesians 3:14 – 21
2. By arming yourself with God’s protection against evil - Ephesians 6:10- 17

3. Entrusting our self to God for strength and ability to overcome - 1 Peter 4:12 – 19

4. We have good reason to trust in God - Romans 8:31 – 37
