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Bread: Physical or Spiritual - JOHN 6

INTRODUCTION

1. Feeding of 5,000 only miracle listed in all four gospels
2. Jesus calls his disciples together to get a report. (Mark 6:30;

Luke 9:10; Matthew 14:12, 13 

I. THE MIRACLE – John 6:1 - 13
1. The people needed food...physical food
2. Philip saw a problem (7)

3. Andrew more hopeful, but questioned the possibility (8, 9)

4. Jesus took over – (10, 11)
5. The power of this miracle seen in what was left – (12, 13)

6. The people see Jesus here as a prophet – (14) because He could provide for physical needs
7. Part of this was their expectation of the coming Prophet, who had been promised by Moses – Deuteronomy 18:15 – 19
8. The issue of the prophet to come had already come to light in John – (1:21; 4:19)

9. Problem: They were going to make Him a physical king – (15)
10. The first century Jews of Palestine looked for a military Messiah, a saviour like Judas Maccabeus
11.  As Judas had run the Syrian Greeks out of the Promised Land 200 years earlier, they wanted a military general/king to rid Israel of the hated Romans
12.  Surely a man who could miraculously feed thousands could also lead them to victory!
13. The people had in mind a physical kingdom and a physical king as they viewed Daniel 7:13, 14 as physical
14.  Jesus had in mind a spiritual king and kingdom (He expands on this idea when talking later of the Bread of Life)   
II. THE CROSSING (16 - 21)

1. Jesus was left behind as the disciples started across the Sea of Galilee

2. Crossing was hard
3. Jesus came to the disciples by walking on the water

a. The skeptics and unbelievers have asked or suggested: “Did He just walk along the beach as they hugged the shoreline? Did He just know where the rocks were (and they didn’t)?” 

b. Matthew and Mark clearly say that Jesus was “walking on the lake” 

c. This was an event without precedent 

e. When the disciples saw Him they were terrified for they had never seen anything like this before  THEY KNEW IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE!!   
d. The words of Jesus are significant here in stating the reason they should not to be afraid – “It is I” (20)
e. Jesus is the one who gives hope, peace and eternal relationship to God the Father

Conclusion:

1. Next time we will look at the real lesson of this chapter, the Jesus is the REAL bread of life…the spiritual bread
