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Beware Of Yeast

The ministry of Jesus often crossed the path of Pharisees, Sadducees and scribes

a. Eat with sinners – Matthew 9:11


b. Accused He and his disciples of breaking the Sabbath – Matthew 12:1, 2


c. Accused of breaking the traditions – Matthew 15:1, 2


d. Wanted to test Him by asking for a sign – Matthew 16:1

Jesus gave his disciples warning about these religious leaders


a. Blind leaders – Matthew 15:12 – 14


b. Warned of their teaching – Matthew 16:5 – 12



1. Yeast spreads through the dough making it change



2. Yeast not necessarily a bad thing – Matthew 13:33



3. In the case of the Pharisees and Sadducees, it was bad – Matthew 16:5 - 12

Who were the Pharisees and what made their teaching dangerous?
      1. A conservative religious sect of the Jews
      2. Careful about observing the Law of Moses

      3. Took many of the traditions of the elders and made them laws, sometimes opposed the law of Moses

c. Jesus calls them “blind” – Matthew 15:12 – 14


d. They are hypocrites – Matthew 23:1 – 4, 27, 28


e. Many wanted to praise of men – Matthew 23:5 – 7


f. Loved the religious titles – Matthew 23:8 – 12


g. Stood in the way of some who wanted to enter the kingdom – Matthew 23:13


h. Made people worse rather than better – Matthew 23:15


i. Were hair splitters – Matthew 23:23, 24

   Do we have modern day Pharisees?
      1. Surely we do...

      2. How can we identify them today?

         a. Their emphasis is on traditions and political correctness instead of the commands of God

         b. They will talk the talk, but not walk the walk

         c. Will seek the honour of man by wearing special clothing, special titles, etc 
         d. Do not preach the full truth of God and do not handle properly the word of truth 

         e. Use their religion to gain wealth and impress

         f. Make distinctions where God has made none

         g. Stress some commands, but neglect others as unnecessary

How do we deal with the threat of Pharisees today?

a. Listen to what is being taught, carefully, to be sure to understand


b . Compare what they teach with what scripture says



1. Acts 17:11


c. Unfortunately, many are practically illiterate as far as the word of God is concerned 


d. Need to see the Bible as God’s book for giving direction and make it our business to know it

