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Attitude for a New Year
· 2 Peter 1:3 – 11 encourages holy living among Peter’s readers
· He clearly believes Christians must work at living acceptably
· He believes everything needed for success has been provided by Christ
·  The result will be “life and godliness
· “A godly life” may be the best translation 
· The Greek term translated “godliness” means “piety,” doing what the gods desired for one to do
· In the New Testament it takes on a more ethical sense of holy living
· Peter may be teaching that Christ continually provides to Christians the power to defeat sin and live godly lives through the Holy Spirit
· May mean the knowledge Christians have of Jesus’ death and resurrection on their behalf gives them power to live as Christians
· In either case, Christians have this ability through knowledge – sacrifice of Jesus, promise of resurrection, second coming, etc
· The “corruption in the world caused by its evil desires” is one of Peter’s primary concerns in this letter  
· In chapter 2 he severely criticizes some who call themselves Christians and underlines the clear connection between wrong thinking and wrong living
· The false teachers’ heresies have led them into greed and shameful ways
·  Peter continuously reminds his readers that knowing the truth is their best defence against being destroyed by sin
· “For this very reason...”  
· “Make every effort…”
· To speed, urge, hasten, press
· Diligence, earnest effort 
· Romans 12:3 – 13 
· Faith -Subjectively meaning firm persuasion, conviction, belief in the truth…

· Objectively meaning that which is believed, doctrine, the received articles of faith  
· True faith is not the outcome of imagination but is based on fact, such as the reality of the resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15), and as such it becomes the basis of realistic hope – Hebrews 11:1 
·  Virtue - moral excellence, perfection, goodness of action
Denotes in a moral sense what gives man his worth
· The Christian understanding of the term points Peter’s readers to the highest standard of moral excellence
· Knowledge - Subjectively spoken of what one knows
· A deeper and better Christian knowledge, both theoretical and experimental – Romans 15:14 
· Who was the first Bible character to use a riddle?
· Samson – Judges 14:12 
· What is the name of the man who carried Jesus’ cross?
· Simon of Cyrene – Matthew 27:32 
· Jesus was a descendant of what tribe of Israel?
· Judah – Hebrews 7:14 
· The disciples were first called Christians in what city?
· Antioch – Acts 11:26 
· Who was known as the Son of Encouragement?
· Barnabas – Acts 4:36 
· What books of the Bible are named after women?
· Esther and Ruth
· What Bible character said, “Here I am, send me?”
· Isaiah – Isaiah 6:8 
· Self-control - Very common in ethical lists, both Christian and philosophical
· One of the highest ideals of Stoicism, signifying the ability to control one’s emotions, to be indifferent to matters outside one’s control, and thus to be one’s own master
· Steadfastness - The ability to withstand temptation, hardship, or persecution. For the Christian the basis of perseverance was not personal strength but trust and hope in the Lord
· Godliness - Peter has already used the term “godliness” (eusebeia) in verse 3, where it functioned as a general term roughly equivalent to “holy living”
· Here that the term refers not only to behaviour but also to a person’s attitude toward God
· Christian godliness refers to holy living out of respect for a holy God 
· Brotherly kindness - the term filadelfiva (philadelphia)
·  Must make a distinction between this “love of brother” and the next quality,  agapē 
· In Christian contexts it speaks of the tender feelings and loving actions among believers – Luke 18:28 – 30 
· Love - (agapē) is the supreme Christian virtue
· Colossians 3:14 
· Implying self-sacrificial attitude and service to others, whoever they may be – Luke 10:25 – 37 
·  God is the greatest example – John 3:16 
“For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” - 2 Peter 1:8 

· In what way did Peter want his readers to be effective and productive? In holy living…
· 2 Peter deals with the holy living that is the fruit of right doctrine
Peter’s plea is therefore that his readers will practice these virtues in order to defeat sin, withstand various trials, and serve others

· Fundamentally it is because believers know Jesus who lived, died, and was resurrected for them that they are able to live holy lives
Nothing done for Him is too demanding for the believer
