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Another Major Step

In The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, Tom and his friend Huck Finn found $12,000.00 in a “haunted house” which changes their lives. The Widow Douglas took Huck in and put Huck's money out at six per cent., and Judge Thatcher did the same with Tom's at Aunt Polly's request. This move changed Huck’s life completely. Huck had come from the “wrong side of the tracks” and found living with the Widow Douglas a great burden and decides to leave. However, Tom informs him that if he does that he cannot be a member of Tom’s gang. Huck responds, "Now Tom, hain't you always been friendly to me? You wouldn't shet me out, would you, Tom?" Tom replies, "Huck, I wouldn't want to, and I don't want to—but what would people say? Why they'd say, 'Mph! Tom Sawyer's Gang! has pretty low characters in it!' They'd mean you, Huck. You wouldn't like that, and I wouldn't".  So Huck agrees to go back to the Widow Douglas's, at least for a little while, and the two boys decide that the initiation ceremony for Tom's gang will take place that night, at midnight, and include all the usual oaths and blood and stuff. Huck can't wait to see what happens…Twain here explains that the book is about a boy and so he needs to stop the story at this point… 
That story is about someone being undesirable or acceptable…for whatever reason

Church began in Jerusalem on Pentecost when all Jews heard the gospel for the first time – Acts 2
In chapter 8 they moved in Samaria to preach and teach… 

Big move for the apostles because as Jews, they had some “baggage” to deal with in their relationship with the people of Samaria

A small break had been made through the conversion of the Ethiopian – Acts 8
The cultural barriers were no less deep-seated and rigid in the ancient world than in our own day

This would be an issue that would come up to test the young Church – Acts 15:6 – 11

So the beginning Church had to face their prejudices and come to recognize that the gospel of Jesus Christ is for ALL – Galatians 3:28
In Acts 10 it is Cornelius who becomes the Major step in the growth of the Church

Cornelius lived in Caesarea, and important Roman city north of Joppa, rebuilt by Herod the Great in honor of Augustus Caesar 

As a centurion, Cornelius was commander over a sixth of a regiment, 100 Roman soldiers
Centurions were considered the backbone of the Roman army
He was a spiritual man - “devout,” “God-fearing,” “regular alms giver,” “regular in prayer”

When praying, Cornelius saw an angel of God who called him by name, praised him and gave him some directions – Acts 10:1 – 8  (ninth hour – 3 PM)

The next day Peter when up to the housetop to pray – Acts 10:9 – 16 – (sixth hour – 12 Noon) 
As if frozen by the vision, Peter remained on the roof “wondering about the meaning” of what he had seen. As the messengers from Cornelius were arriving, Peter was being instructed by the Holy Spirit to go down and meet them
The full meaning of what he has seen begins to unfold when the servants of Cornelius and the soldier arrive –Acts 10:17 - 23a
The day after the messengers arrived (two days after the vision of Cornelius), Peter started for Caesarea with both the messengers from Cornelius and several believers from Joppa – Acts 10:23b - 29

Peter and those with him were given a warm greeting by Cornelius and his gathered family and close friends

When Cornelius wanted to recognize Peter as a god, Peter quickly put him at ease

Since Jews considered it unlawful “to associate with a Gentile or visit him,” Peter pointed out this problem – then asks why he was invited – Acts 10:30 - 33

So Peter preaches again! – Acts 10:34 – 43

Peter now made clear his understanding of the vision he had seen - God does not show favoritism 
The word literally speaks of an “acceptor of faces” and was used by Peter to refer to a God who did not show preference among nationalities

The Point:  God does not show favoritism among nations, though he does favor those “who fear him and do what is right” – verse 35
Look at the points of the sermon –verses 36 – 43
God shows His acceptance of the Gentiles – Acts 10:44 - 48
There is a dynamic conclusion to the sermon – the coming of the Holy Spirit

The event was a copy of Pentecost as Peter saw it and reported later – Acts 11:15
It was helpful to have the other Jewish brothers with him as they also saw and believed
Peter then commanded these people to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ

Why? 

Because our study of Acts has shown that baptism was one of the prerequisites to remission of sins – Acts 2:38; 22:16

The events of this day make the words of Paul possible – Ephesians 2:11 - 22 

