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Acts Chapter One

Ended last week’s study on the promised new covenant of God for mankind with two questions:

1. Is there anything required of man to enjoy the grace of God?

2. How can we know what is required?

The Book of Acts is pivotal

Gives us understanding of the events surrounding the fulfillment of   - Matthew 16:13 – 19

This passage gives question to some believers…

It is a statement regarding the building of the Lord’s Church and of Peter’s role in that work…

It is not Peter upon whom the Church is built…he is not the rock

Jesus is: Ephesians 2:19 – 22; 1 Peter 2:4 - 8

It is the connecting link between the gospels and the epistles (letters)

Acts is the first volume of church history

Begins with the final farewell to the apostles…

Records the explosive beginning of the Church on the Day of Pentecost…

Ends with Paul in Rome preaching the gospel…

During the time period of the book, the Church grew from 3,000 in Jerusalem to thousands in many congregations throughout the Roman world…

Acts describes the work of the Holy Spirit in overseeing, controlling and empowering God’s people in welcoming the kingdom Jesus had promised was “at hand” – Mark 9:1 

In Acts we learn principles for discipling believers, building the church and evangelizing the world
Also, Acts emphasizes the doctrinal truths concerning salvation 
Jesus is proclaimed the Messiah for whom Israel had been waiting, for example - 2:22ff; 3:12ff; 4:10ff; 7:1ff; 8:26ff; 13:14ff    

Many of the important doctrinal themes that will be enlarged on in the epistles are taught in Acts

Over the next few programs we will study this important book in our desire to be renewed to reflect our Lord in our life

Luke states his purpose the inform Theophilus concerning the purpose of his letters to him – Luke and Acts

In Luke he refers to Theophilus as “most excellent” - 1:3 – perhaps suggesting that he was he was a person of some status

Events recorded in the Gospel of Luke lead up to the day Jesus was “taken up to heaven” – Acts 1:1 - 3

It was important that Jesus demonstrate that He was alive

He also spent this time telling them things that would help them when Jesus’ ministry became theirs – Luke 24:45 – 49

Luke records Jesus final instructions before His ascension - Acts 1:4 – 8
Jesus wanted his disciples to be ready for the coming of the Holy Spirit
Having them wait in Jerusalem fulfilled prophecy – Isaiah 2:3

The apostles were to become Christ’s worldwide witnesses – Acts 1:8    

In a way,  Acts 1:8 is the theme of the book

The ascension of Christ – Acts 1:9 - 11
Intently gazing into the sky, the apostles were interrupted by two men 
The question put to the apostles perhaps has a hint of rebuke 
Several reasons to believe Jesus would always be near them and would come back for them – Matthew 28:20; John 14:1 – 3

The ascension of Jesus Christ was a meaningful event in fulfilling the purposes of God

The apostles had several things to do before the coming of the power Jesus promised

Began by spending time in prayer and fellowship – Acts 1:12 – 14

Replacing Judas was an important order of business - Acts 1:15 - 26
Peter took the lead in taking of this matter

Notes two passages from the Old Testament as authority – Psalm 69:25; 109:8

Two candidates, Joseph called Barsabbas and Matthias were considered for this role

Had to fill some qualifications… 
Important because of their testimony – 1 Corinthians 15:1 - 8

The last step in the process of selection was prayer and the casting of lots
After prayer, the apostles completed the selection with the casting of lots

Lots were usually a collection of marked stones or sticks placed in a jar and then shaken out

This method may seem far too random, but was used in the Old Testament in important situations – Numbers 26:55; Proverbs 16:33  

With all of this completed, they were ready for the events of Pentecost     

