Acts – The Beginning

The book of Acts is an important book in  the unfolding of the plan of God for salvation 


a. Written by Luke who had studied the life work of Jesus and was involved in the early growth of the Church as he travelled with Paul


b. Paul calls him a fellow labourer – Philemon 24

· He was a companion of Paul in his last days – 2 Timothy 4:11
· Luke often accompanied Paul on his travels beginning with his second journey (Acts 16:10-11)

· Luke accompanies Paul to his imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:16)

· It is evident Luke was very careful to provide a historically accurate account in the both the gospel and Acts – Luke 1:1 – 5; 2:1 – 2; 3:1, 2; Acts 1:1 - 3      
NOTE ON LUKE AS A HISTORIAN: Archaeologist, Sir William Ramsay said of Luke: "Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy, he is possessed of the true historic sense...in short, this author should be placed along with the greatest of historians"  

* Luke provides the only inspired record of the first several years of the early church

· Both the gospel and Acts were written to one man:  Theophilus (God lover or lover of God) – Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1 

* (Note of interest) Most excellent Theophilus – Luke 1:3 (Not used in Acts 1:1) Reason? Perhaps Theophilus had become a Christian and was now a brother in the Lord
Acts is an outstanding book because:
   
* Records the establishment and early growth of the church

* The book begins in Jerusalem and ends at Rome  


* It records the carrying out of the great commission Mediterranean world – Matthew 28:18 – 20; Mark 16:15, 16

* In its recording of the establishment of the church Acts records some of the growing pains/struggles of the bringing church in existence


A. For example, working out problems between Jew and Gentile who now were both part of the kingdom


B. Herein is the fulfilling of the Eternal Purpose of God to redeem mankind, not because man deserves it but because God loves us 

