2

Acting Faith Does Save

Acts 8:26 - 40
Philip has had a very successful work in Samaria – Acts 8:1 – 25

a. Philip had gone there as a result of the persecution that began at the death of Stephen


b. Peter & John had come to help with this work and on their way back to Jerusalem they preached in several Samaritan villages – 8:25
Philip is told by an angel of to go to a desert road; going from Jerusalem to Gaza - Acts 8:26 - 29
Gaza was one of the five chief cities of the Philistines    

There were two roads from Jerusalem to Gaza – the angel sent Philip to the desert - the one that was seldom used 
Of course, this was not a CHANCE meeting

Philip shows something of his commitment and devotion to God by going where directed

God has used His faithful followers to accomplish His work – Hebrews 11; Acts 2:4, 14; 4:8, 31; 6:3 – 8; 7:55; etc

Paul reminds us of the need to be prepared for every good work – 2 Timothy 2:20, 21
Philip was ready and went to this desert road to do whatever God had for him to do

The man he meets is an important person in his country

The Ethiopian eunuch traveling home from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem 

Ethiopia in that day was a large kingdom located south of Egypt. To the Greeks and Romans, it represented the outer limits of the known world 

"Candace" was a title for the monarch of Ethiopia, like "Pharaoh" was used in Egypt and "Caesar" in Rome

The fact that this court official was in charge of her entire treasury shows that he was an extremely high-placed and well-trusted member of the government

While this man was powerful in his position, he still felt the need for relationship with God

When one seeks – man must make the effort to know God and His will - with an honest heart to know the will of God, he will find it – Jeremiah 29:13, 14; John 7:17

Some appear to be true seekers but are not – John 5:39, 46
Jesus had to do the same thing for His disciples that Philip has to do here – Luke 24:25 - 27

Philip has an opportunity and he takes advantage of it – Acts 8:29 – 35  (Isaiah 53:7, 8)
Should be no surprise at the eunuch’s problem of understanding – contemporary Jewish was greatly divided on the meaning of this passage

Philip understood the prophecy and was able to give the meaning

The result of this discussion – Acts 8:36 – 40

We are not given the entire sermon but know some things it contained:


a. Declaration of Jesus as the Christ


b. The need for one having faith in Jesus


c. The need for baptism


d. The result of this action a reason for rejoicing

Conclusion:

The response of the Ethiopian was what should be expected - John 15:11; 17:13; Acts 13:52; Rom. 12:12; 14:17; 15:13; Gal. 5:22; Phil. 1:25; 1 Thess. 1:6; 1 Peter 1:8; Jude 24
It would be interesting to know the details of this Ethiopian’s life following this conversion

The historian, Irenaeus, says he become a missionary to the Ethiopians

