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A Changed Life
Acts 9:1-19; 22:1-16; 26:4-18

At a young age, John Newton went to sea…Like many,  he lived a life of rebellion and wickedness…For several years, he worked on slave ships, capturing slaves for sale to the plantations of the New World…Eventually, he became the captain of his own slave ship…later he became a believer and saw the error of his ways…He went on to become a leader in the evangelical movement in eighteenth-century England…wrote the very well-known hymn Amazing Grace…on his tombstone is inscribed the following epitaph, written by Newton himself: "John Newton, clerk, once an infidel and Libertine, a servant of slavers in Africa, was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the Faith he had long labored to destroy" 

We all like to hear stories of people who have changed…for the better!

Acts 9 is a great story of the transforming power of Jesus in one’s life

The examples of the conversion in Acts give us insight into God’s plan...

In the case of Saul we should note two things:

   a. We find a powerful testimony to the resurrection of  Jesus Christ

   b. Also we receive more information re gaining salvation in the Christian age 

Saul was an enemy who took seriously his need to persecute the Church – Acts 9:1, 2

He did this believing it was the right thing to do because of his background

However, as we have seen in the study of Acts, THINGS HAVE CHANGED!!

The account of the CHANGE in the life of Paul is very noteworthy  - recorded three times in the Acts – Acts 9:3 – 31; 22:1 – 16; 26:4 – 18
That his conversion is evident by his actions as recorded in Acts and his letters – Philippians 3:4 - 9

Saul was born in Tarsus, an important city in the Roman province of Cilicia

He was a Roman citizen by birth - Acts 22:28
He was a Pharisee - Acts 23:6 
His transformation began as he was going to Damascus to arrest Christians – Acts 9:1, 2

Damascus was the ancient capital of Syria and had a large Jewish population – 

F. F. Bruce mentions Damascus as the scene of a massacre of 10 to 20 thousand Jews in AD 66

Note the beginning of this transformation from Acts 9:3 - 9
Acts 22:6 gives us the time, about noon

The light from heaven was special -  Acts 26:13
Saul’s companions heard the voice of the Lord but did not understand what was said – Acts 9:7; 22:9

Saul actually saw Jesus in glorious brilliance as he repeatedly testifies - Acts 9:17, 27; 22:14; 26:16; 1 Cor. 9:1; 15:8                           

Saul was special and was chosen for that reason…
In a sense, all of us are special in God’s sight…not to be chosen as Saul was but still called to be made new like he was – Titus 3:3 - 5

"Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?" calls Saul to attention – Acts 9:4

Next logical question is “Who are you?” – Acts 9:5

The answer,  "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting" must have shaken him to his boots

Saul knew about Christianity and the message of Jesus Christ

Many want to belittle the accounts of Saul’s conversion by suggesting he had an epileptic seizure or something else

This idea is almost laughable when following his life and teaching – Philippians 3:4 – 11; 1 Timothy 1: 13 – 17

Some questions we need to consider in this event are: 1. When was Saul saved?

      a. Was it on the road to Damascus, when the Lord appeared to him?

      b. Or was it in Damascus, at some point after he arrived there?

Another question that needs to be considered:  2. How was Saul (Paul) saved?

      1) Through saying a sinner's prayer?

      2) Or by being baptized?

I. Let us look carefully at the events of this day of conversion

   A. Saul was on his way to Damascus  

      1. To persecute more Christians - Acts 9:1-2; 22:4-5; 26:9-11

      2. An unusual light brought him to a halt - Acts 9:3; 22:6; 26:12-13

      3. When a voice spoke, identifying himself as Jesus - Ac 9:4-5; 22:7-9; 26:14-15

      4. He is told what the Lord wants of him – Acts 26:16 – 18
       5. Told to go into Damascus where things will be made clear – Acts 9:6; 22:16 - 18
        6. Led by the hand to the city – Acts 9:8; 22:11
        7. Spends 3 days fasting and praying
         8. Ananias is sent to Saul – 9:10 – 16
What Ananias does when he gets there:

         a. Restores Saul’s sight - Acts 9:17-18; 22:12-13

         b. Is told to be baptized to wash away his sins – Acts 22:16; (9:18)
   II. Does not waste time but gets to work:
      1. Preaching immediately in Damascus - Acts 9:20                 

      2. And later in Jerusalem, Judea, and to the Gentiles - Ac 26:19, 20                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Some thoughts to consider re Saul’s salvation…and ours
      1. It is often suggested he was saved on the road to Damascus

         a. When the Lord appeared to him

         b. That his conversion took place at that moment

      2. Saul was not saved until after he arrived in Damascus

         a. Note that while on the road, the Lord said it would be in Damascus where he would be told "what you must do" - Acts 9:6

         b. In Damascus, Ananias told him to "wash away your sins"  - Ac 22:16

            1) Can one be saved and still have his sins?
      -- No doubt his conversion began on the road…not completed until he ACTED in faith and has his sin WASHED away – Acts 22:16

Note this agreed with the day of Pentecost teaching and eunuch teaching– Acts 2:38; 8:36 - 39
Conclusion:
In his commentary on Romans 6:3, Martin Luther wrote: "Baptism has been instituted that it should lead us to the blessings (of this death) and through such death to eternal life. Therefore IT IS NECESSARY that we should be baptized into Jesus Christ and His death." (Commentary On Romans, Kregel Publications, p. 101)

