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A Mindset for Success
1. The set of one’s mind often leads to the success or failure of one’s life –                                   1 Corinthians 2:1 - 5

a. Resolved (verse 2) – to judge, discern, form a mental judgment or opinion

b. Some people seem to always be “at loose ends” as far as their goals in life

2. James warns of the person who is undecided – James 2:2 – 8 


a. James reminds us that stress and pressure are not purely modern experiences



1. Yet James encouraged the Christians to rejoice in the face of trials


2.  Christians are to rejoice, not because they suffer now, but because they know suffering is preparing them for the anticipated return of Christ – 1 Peter 1:3 - 7

3. Hymn – Oh For A Faith that Will Not Shrink

O, for a faith that will not shrink,
Though pressed by every foe,
That will not tremble on the brink
Of any earthly woe!

That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chastening rod,
But, in the hour of grief or pain,
Will lean upon its God.

A faith that shines more bright and clear
When tempests rage without;
That when in danger knows no fear,
In darkness feels no doubt.

That bears, unmoved, the world’s dread frown
Nor heeds its scornful smile;
That seas of trouble cannot drown,
Nor Satan’s arts beguile.

A faith that keeps the narrow way
Till life’s last hour is fled,
And with a pure and heavenly ray
Lights up a dying bed.

Lord, give me such a faith as this,
And then, whate’er may come,
I’ll taste, e’en here, the hallowed bliss
Of an eternal home.

2. There are many examples of faith that shows commitment in scripture


a. Abraham – Genesis 22:1 – 18


b. Job – 2:1 – 10


c. Joseph – Genesis 39:1ff


d. Daniel – Daniel 6:10ff


e. A New Testament example is Paul in his entire spiritual life...



1. Before conversion to Christ – Acts 9:1, 2



2. His conversion to Christ also exhibited total commitment – Acts 20:17; Philippians 3:13, 14

3. There is the need for everyone who wishes to please God to have the “Mindset for Success” – 2 Peter 3:14 - 18

I. Those who please God must be resolved to live the life to which Christ has called them
1. A short-sighted, physical world view, is a real problem


a. Some are committed to doing what they want...saying they are not going to be the “puppet” of anyone


b. Many are willing to break all the rules of godliness to get their own way


c. Many are committed to earthly pleasure – 1 John 2:15 – 17

2. Must come to the point that one wants to be led by the word of God not tradition or the world view of what is worthwhile


a. 2 Peter 1:5 – 9

b. 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 4:1 

Conclusion:

1. What is the goal of your life spiritually?


a. Hopefully, a desire to know the word of God – Hebrews 2:1 – 3


b. Understanding comes from the word – Ephesians 3:2 – 6


c. Important to make one acceptable to God – 2 Timothy 2:14 – 16


d. Make the effort to serve God faithfully – 1 Corinthians 15:58; Galatians 6:9

Set your mind, put your faith in Jesus Christ’s work of redemption, faithfully, every day, keep pressing toward the goal of eternity with the Lord
