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Riches - Blessing or Blight?  
Text: Matthew 19:16 – 26; Luke 189:18 – 27
1. Often riches are seen as the answer to every problem

a. Be debt free


b. Be able to go/do anything one’s heart desires


c. Often married couples have problems and believe money could settle it all

2. In our text we find a fellow who was wealthy and who lived a good life (read text from Matthew)

a. he came to Jesus for validation  

b. Answer Jesus gave  was very unexpected
· NOTE:  The young man is now confronted with the essential elements necessary for true “life” to be realized. First, he must be willing to part with everything he so highly valued and which gave him personal identity and social clout 

· He is to totally identify with the poor by redistributing his wealth to those in need 

· This would be a practical expression of what it means to “love your neighbour as yourself” 

· Jesus was not merely legislating charitable acts for the sake of the poor

·  His demand goes to the heart of the young man’s personal weakness – his love of his wealth

· This may seem like an unreasonable request...however his LOVE was for his wealth, not God
3. His response emphasizes the truth of this of where his love lay



a. The danger of riches is expressed in verses 19:23, 24 
· NOTE: Jesus then illustrates the point by comparing a rich man entering the kingdom to a camel (the largest animal in Palestine) attempting to go through the eye of a needle (the smallest opening)

·  Jesus’ illustration should not be weakened by imagining some fictitious gate called “the Needle’s Gate,” where camels found it difficult to squeeze through

·  It is intended as a picture of something quite impossible” 

· Our culture tends to see wealth as a sign of divine favour

· However, Jesus is emphatic that riches constitute a major DANGER to life in the kingdom
4. What is it about riches that present problems for godliness?
I. Because gaining wealth becomes an obsession
   a. Ecclesiastes 5:10  
· NOTE: Some people treat money as though it were a god
·  They love it, make sacrifices for it, and think that it can do anything
·  Riches fills the thoughts of some, controlling them in  getting &  guarding riches
· Security is seen in riches
· Some say, "Money may not be the number one thing in life, but it's way ahead of whatever is number two!"
· The real problem is that the lover of riches cannot be satisfied no matter how much is in the bank account
· Jesus gave warning – Luke 12:15 
· A person loves riches, then he loves more riches, never being content  

· Paul warns about the love of riches – 1 Timothy 6:10 
II. Riches are deceitful 

a. Matthew 13:22

· NOTE: Wealth is deceitful promising what it cannot deliver  
a. They can corrupt – James 5:1 – 5

b. They do not last – Proverbs 23:5; Matthew 6:19

c. They can not save – Psalm 49:6 – 9; Zephaniah 1:18

d. Causes some, in pride, to decide they do not need God

III. Riches can cause one to become self centered


a. James 5:1 – 5


b. People of Amos’ day – Amos 2:6; 5:11, 12; 8:4 - 6
NOTE: Not all who have riches give in to these evils


a. I have known many people who are very well to do but still seek first the kingdom 


b. There are excellent examples in scripture – Job for one

 5. How do we prevent our riches from becoming a blight?


a. We in North America are rich so this is a question we need to take seriously

b. Must be sure our riches do not destroy our relationship with the Creator
A. By recognizing what the love of riches is – Ephesians 5:5; Colossians 3:5

· NOTE: Greed” is identified as “idolatry” 
· A dangerous rival religion that consumes     
· Greed is the inordinate desire for what one does not have  
· May involve jealousy 
· Most of all, it focuses on this life 
· Consider the company Greed keeps – Romans 1:29 
B. It very often brings discontentment  
         a. "He is richest who is content with the least." - Socrates 
         b. "Contentment comes not so much from great wealth as from few wants" - Croft M. Pentz (The Complete Book of Zingers)

         c. Brings discontentment because keeps one from viewing reality about life – 1 Timothy 6:7

NOTE: “Every earthly possession is only meant for this life—for the period between the hour of birth and death—then we should only be concerned about what we can wisely use in our journey through life. To burden ourselves with more is to hinder our usefulness and our true enjoyment of life and our opportunities for doing good for others and for improving ourselves. — Gospel Advocate Commentaries

d. Contentment can only truly belong to the person who has learned the realities of life and has grown thereby – Philippians 4;11, 12
CONCLUSION

1. The rich have to put worldly wealth in perspective (Never see a U-haul trailer on the back of a hearse)  

2. Jesus said rich can be saved – Matthew 19:23, 24


3. Paul’s advice stands true today – 1 Timothy 6:17 - 19

