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Mountain Top Experience

1. What a joy to have walked with Jesus
   a. Hearing His authority in teaching – Matthew 7:28, 29 
   b. To witness, not read about His miracles – John 20:30, 31 
2. Specially blessed were Peter, James and John – Matthew 17:1 – 9
   a. Peter would refer to this late in life – 2 Peter 1:16 – 18  
3. This event, in Matthews account, follows the discussion about the value of the soul – Matthew 16:26  
4. Jesus has been speaking of His coming death which was a big burden for His apostles to accept

5. Six days later is the event on the Mountain
Peter, James and John were given a “close up and personal” look at His majesty

· Matthew, Mark and Luke all record this event


a. Transfigure means to change or transform


b. Face shone like the sun...clothes white as light

         c. Hebrew writer speaks of Jesus radiance – Hebrews 1:1 – 3    
· Joined by Moses and Elijah


a. Talking with Jesus, even discussing His coming death – Luke 9:31


b. This woke Peter and the others – wide awake! – Luke 9:32


c. When Moses and Elijah are ready to leave Peter, perhaps seeing Jesus as their equals, speaks up – Matthew 17:4


d. However, Peter had a lesson to learn – Matthew 17:5


e. Apostles reacted in fear but are comforted by Jesus – Matthew 17:6, 7


f. Message is that Jesus is the greatest – Hebrews 1:1, 2

   
g. The rule and reign of God would be exercised through His Son, and He would be given all authority in heaven and earth – Matthew 28:18  


h. Jesus reign began with His resurrection is the reason He told them not to tell of this event – Matthew 17:9

· Message of the transfiguration  

a. When Peter, James and John looked, Moses and Elijah were gone


b. Perhaps the clear message was that Moses is no longer the authority, neither the prophets (While good and important in their time)


c. Jesus alone is the authority – Acts 17:30, 31

· There is no one who has the right to take Jesus’ authority

· He will provide protection and deliverance for His followers – John 10:7 - 13
