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“I Will Build My Church”
-There are many religions in the world today

-Under the umbrella of “Christian” there are many to choose from

- Do you suppose that all of these truly belong to Jesus Christ?

- Does claiming to be Christian make one truly Christian?
1. In Matthew 16:13 - 17, Jesus questioned His disciples concerning His identity...

   a. He asked who others thought He was

   b. Who they thought He was

   c. Peter responded: "You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God."
2. As a result of this discussion, Jesus says He will build His church – Matthew 16:18, 19   

· What is the Church?

      1. It is the called out, “an assembly” that belongs to Jesus Christ 

      2. Church has both a universal and local presence 

(“Just as surely as a physical frame of flesh and blood was once the body of Jesus, so the church is now his body. While his physical body never got more than 200 miles from Jerusalem, his body of believers reaches around the world. While his body of flesh was subject to exhaustion and death, his body of believers cannot be stopped. The more the early martyrs were killed, the stronger the body became!”) NIV New Testament Commentary Set.
· There are several descriptions of the Church...
      1. It is called "the body of Christ" – Ephesians 1:22, 23   

      2. It is called "the household of God” - 1 Timothy 3:15  
      3. It is called "the temple, spiritual house, of God" – Ephesians 2:19 - 22; 1 Peter 2:5  

      4. It is called "the kingdom of Christ" - Colossians 1:13; Revelation 1:9
      5. It is called "the bride of Christ"- 2 Corinthians 11:2 

· When Jesus was on earth, the church was not yet established
      1.He will build it – Matthew 16:18 

      2. The church came into being at Pentecost – Acts 2:47  
· Church is not a building but a spiritual group of people

a. Seen in gathering – Acts 8:1; 13:1; 14:21 – 23, 27

· The foundation of the church is Jesus himself and the fact that He is the Christ
      1. As foretold by Isaiah - Isaiah 28:16
      2. As proclaimed by Peter - Acts 4:11-12; 1Peter 2:6-8
      3. As taught by Paul - 1Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians  2:20
· Authority to open the kingdom given to the apostles
      1. To Peter was promised "the keys of the kingdom" - Matthew 16:19
         a. The figure of "keys" suggest the ability to allow entrance into the kingdom

         b. Peter exercised this ability through preaching the gospel, as he did on the day of Pentecost - Acts 2:17-41

c. Further in Acts 10

· The early Church grew as they continued in the teachings of the apostles – Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:2
· The Church is promised victory over hades
      1. The phrase "gates of Hades" has been variously interpreted as:

         a. The powers of death (i.e., death itself)

         b. The forces of hell (whatever forces Satan might bring to bear)

      2. In either case, the "gates of Hades" have not prevailed!

         a. Death did not prevent Jesus from building His church

         b. Though they have tried, the forces of Satan have not succeeded in destroying His church

· The Church prepares for battle with the armour of God...

      1. Ephesians 6:10 – 13 
      2. By steadfastly resisting our adversary, the devil - 1 Peter 5:8 – 10  
      3.  "more than conquerors" - Romans 8:35-39
CONCLUSION
1. Do we desire to participate in this glorious victory of Jesus' church?

   a. We must first be added to the church - Acts 2:38-41, 47
   b. We must continue to live according to God’s will - John 8:31; Acts 2:42; 1Thessaloians 2:13; 2Thessaloians 2:13-15

   c. We must remain faithful until death - Revelation 2:10
2. Through God's grace and our faithful obedience, we can be privileged to be a part of that church...

   a. Which Jesus built as promised

   b. Which shall withstand whatever "the gates of Hades" might throw against it

