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THE WEDGE IS DRIVEN
JOHN 5

INTRODUCTION

1. In John chapter 5, we see the wedge being driven between Jesus and Jews

a. Up to this time His work has been pretty uncomplicated…those days have come to an end


b. Chapter one introduces Jesus as the Messiah by John the Baptist and also by God and speaks of the calling of the first disciples


c. Chapter two sees Him at the wedding where He performed His first miracle


d. Get a glimpse of His passion for God in chapter two at driving money changers from the temple


e. In chapter three Nicodemus comes by night and is taught about the New Birth

f. Chapter four showed another side of Jesus in His conversation with the woman at the well and the faith bringing effects of that meeting 

2. The Jews are looking for an excuse to oppose Jesus and the pressure begins to build in chapter 5

a. Jesus has gone to a feast (perhaps the Passover) at Jerusalem


b. The city would be busy with activity at this time

3. Had you been in Jerusalem when Christ was there, where would you have looked for him? 
a. The temple would be an obvious answer
b. Yet, the Pool of Bethesda is another excellent choice

c. Here were many of the broken and suffering people of the city – John 5:2 – 16   
d. Remember the question of John the Baptist and the answer of Jesus in Matthew 11:1 – 6  

4. Consider the events of John 5:2 – 16


a. Jesus goes to the Pool of Bethesda, a gathering place of the handicapped – 5 covered areas


b. Sees a man who has been paralyzed for 38 years

c. Asks a strange question – “Do you want to get well?”


d. He did not immediately answer “yes” or “no,” but began to explain why he had not been able to be healed   

e. Jesus tells him to “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk”     

f. The text says nothing of the healed man’s response: shock, joy, disbelief, gratitude, etc.
4.  The sad twist to this wonderful story lies in the opening line of the next paragraph – John 5:9b - 13 


a. He did not know who had healed him


b. Finds out later when Jesus sees him at the temple – John 5:14, 15


c. Evidently, some sin had led to this man’s illness 
(Note: illnesses in John 3 (man born blind) and 11 (Lazarus) were to allow for the glory of God)

 Violations of the Sabbath and Jesus’ Defense –    
1. Because the healed man named Jesus as his healer, persecution came against Jesus – John 5:16


a. John did not say what these “persecutions” were; hassling from the audience, threats to Jesus (and his disciples), spying on him in public and in private, etc. were possibilities 

b. John did not, at this time, further stress the Sabbath question because he was pursuing a greater question, the person and work of Jesus the Christ

